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January 29, 2020 

Commissioner Robert G. Taub, Chairman 
Commissioner Michael Kubayanda, Vice-Chairman 
Commissioner Mark Acton 
Commissioner Ann Fisher 
Commissioner Ashley Poling 
Postal Regulatory Commission 
901 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 200 
Washington, DC 20268 

Re: Docket RM2017-3 

Dear Commissioners, 

On behalf of The Idaho Foodbank, I am writing to urge you to reconsider the proposal to increase postal 
rates at several times the rate of inflation . These increases - which are estimated to reach seven percent 
per year, or 40 percent compounded over five years - will have a negative impact on our mission to feed, 
educate, and advocate for the 1 in 8 Idahoans living with hunger. 

The Idaho Foodbank serves over 201,000 people monthly through more than 400 agency partners in 44 
counties throughout the state of Idaho. In its 35 year history The Idaho Food bank has distributed 221 
million pounds; food for nearly 184 million meals that went directly to individuals struggling to cover 
basic needs. With only 6% of funding coming from federally subsidized programs, The Idaho Food bank 
relies heavily on private donations. None of the above would be possible without our generous donors 
and engaging them through direct mail is crucial. 

As such in FY 2019 we mailed over 515,000 appeals which raised over $1.5 million in donations. If 
postage goes up, we will be forced to reduce these mailings which will have an adverse effect on the 
revenue raised and the hunger relief services we can provide. In addition, this disruption in donor 
communication would inevitably cause us to migrate from mail to alternative fundraising methods. 

Given the negative repercussions this proposal will have on our organization and, ultimately, the people 
in need that we serve, The Idaho Food bank respectfully asks the Postal Regulatory Communion to 
mindfully reconsider this proposal to raise postal rates. 

Sie ;i~L 
K: r:r, L Vauk 
President and CEO 
The Idaho Foodbank 
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